


















SUMMARY SHEET 

SOUTH CAROLINA BOARD OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONTROL 

May 7, 2020 

( X ) ACTION/DECISION 

(     ) INFORMATION 

I. TITLE: Request for a third nine-month Board extension of Certificate of Need (CON) SC-16-19, issued 

to Trident Medical Center, LLC d/b/a Berkeley Medical Center (BMC) for construction of a new 50 bed 

acute care hospital to include an MRI and a CT scanner.  

II. SUBJECT: BMC requests Board approval for extension of CON SC-16-19.  

III. FACTS: CON SC-16-19 was issued to BMC on May 26, 2016 for the referenced project. The original 

CON had an expiration date of May 26, 2017. BMC requested a first staff extension of the CON on April 

24, 2017, which was more than 30 days prior to expiration. BMC received CON SC-16-19-EXT-1 on May 

17, 2017, and it was valid until February 26, 2018, a period of nine months from the original expiration of 

the CON. BMC requested a second staff extension of the CON on January 26, 2018, which was 30 days 

prior to expiration. BMC received CON SC-16-19-EXT-2 on March 5, 2018, and it was valid until 

November 26, 2018, a period of nine months from the revised expiration of the CON. BMC requested a 

third extension from the Board (first Board extension) on August 24, 2018, which was 90 days prior to 

expiration, and the Board approved this request on November 11, 2019. BMC requested and subsequently 

received CON SC-16-19-EXT-3 on November 28, 2018 and expired it on August 26, 2019. BMC submitted 

a fourth extension request (second Board extension request) to the Department on May 22, 2019 and 

received its extension on August 26, 2019. BMC submitted its fifth extension request (third Board 

extension) to the Department on February 25, 2020, which is more than 90-days prior to expiration of the 

current Certificate. The current Certificate expires on May 26, 2020.  

IV. ANALYSIS: Department staff have reviewed all relevant information concerning this fifth extension 

request and find that BMC has demonstrated substantial progress sufficient to warrant further extension of 

CON SC-16-19. BMC’s stated grounds for its previous requests were delays in implementing the project 

due to: 1) an unforeseen wetlands issue, and 2) opposition by Medical University Hospital Authority 

(MUHA), the parent of MUSC, in connection with BMC’s second and third extension requests. Department 

staff were unmoved by the claims of delay due to litigation; however, BMC has now demonstrated 

additional progress towards development of final architectural drawings upon the completion of the 

wetlands mitigation work detailed in its extension request. On the day of its previous presentation to the 

Board for an extension of the Certificate, BMC received notice it had secured the mitigation credits 

necessary to move forward with site work and explained to the Board and staff that it would make a good 

faith effort to complete the work as described. Based on information presented by BMC in its most recent 

request for extension of CON SC-16-19, the mitigation work has concluded, and BMC now stands ready 

to continue with architectural and construction contracting. Department staff expect that, prior to the request 

for any further extension, BMC will continue to work with its architect(s) of choice to complete design 

schematics, and will begin meeting with representatives of DHEC’s Division of Health Facilities 

Construction to have those schematics reviewed and approved in an effort to proceed towards execution of 

a bona fide construction contract for the facility.  

V. RECOMMENDATION: Department staff recommend that the Board finds BMC has demonstrated 

substantial progress in connection with CON SC-16-19, and that the Board grant BMC’s request.  



 

 

Approved by:  

 

__________________________ 

Gwen C. Thompson 

Director, Healthcare Quality  

 

Attachments:  

   A) CON SC-16-19 

   B) Letter granting first extension of CON 

   C) Letter granting second extension of CON 

   D) Letter granting third extension of CON 

   E) Letter granting fourth extension of CON 

   F) Letter requesting fifth extension of CON 
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